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WILLIE PEARSON, JR. (Professor; Ph.D., Southern 
Illinois University, Carbondale, 1981) is Professor of So-
ciology and Chair of the School of History, Technology, 
and Society at Georgia Institute of Technology. In 1993, 
he received Southern Illinois University's College of Lib-
eral Arts ' Alumni Achievement Award. He specializes in 
the sociology of science and sociology of the family. He 
is the author or co-editor of six books and monographs 
and numerous articles and chapters. His most recent book 
(2005) is entitled: Beyond Small Numbers: Voices of 
African American Ph.D. Chemists. He has held research 
grants from the National Science Foundation, National 
Endowment for the Humanities, Sloan Foundation, and 
Department of Justice. He has held postdoctoral fellow-
ships at the Educational Testing Service and the Office of 
Technology Assessment, U.S. Congress. He has served 
as a lecturer in Sigma Xi's Distinguished Lectureship 
Program; Chair; Committee on Equal Opportunities in 
Science and Engineering (CEOSE), Executive Office, 
National Science Foundation and Chair, Committee for 
Science, Engineering and Public Policy, American Asso-
ciation for the Advancement of Science (AAAS). In 
2001, he was designated a lifetime National Associate of 
the National Academies. In 2005, Dr. Pearson was 
elected Fellow of AAAS. 

 

 

 

Dr. Pearson is a 
globally admired 
author, speaker 
and teacher.  This 
will be a great 
meeting to bring 
students.  Please 
note that there is 
an EARLY dead-
line of Monday, 
February 12th for 
dinner reserva-
tions.  See page 3 
for reservation 
information.   

Herty Award Medalist & Herty Medalist Undergraduate Research Symposium 
 

The 2007 Herty Medal Committee wishes to announce the selection of the 2007 Award Recipient, Luis Echegoyen, 
Professor at Clemson University and NSF Division Director for Chemistry (http://chemistry.clemson.edu/people/
luis_echegoyen.htm). The Herty Award Banquet will be held on Thursday, March 29, 2007.   
 

The Herty Medalist Undergraduate Research Symposium will convene the following day, Friday, March 30, 2007 from 
1:00 to 6:00 PM at the Morehouse College Leadership Center.  All ACS members are welcome to attend.  At least one 
$500 travel grant will be awarded to a presenting student. 
 

Details for both events will be available at the Section web site (http://chemistry.gsu.edu/ACS/) and in the next edition 
of the Filter Press.        Rigoberto Hernandez, Chair of the Herty Medal Committee 

The Future of Blacks in Science & Technology 
Willie Pearson, Jr., Chair of Georgia Tech's School of History, Technology and Society  

Tuesday, February 20, 2007 
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Address Changes:  ACS members should send address changes to ACS Membership 
Services, 1155 16th Street NW, Washington, DC  20036 or call 1-800-227-5558. 
Postmaster:  Send address changes to Joe Stoner, 569 Greenwood Ave., Atlanta, GA 
30308. 

Georgia ACS Science Café 
 

The Georgia Section of the ACS will be collaborating with Georgia 
PBA30 to promote local broadcasting of the new NOVA documentary on 
Percy Julian during late February on the campus of Georgia Tech.  Holly 
Davis is coordinating this.  Stay tuned for more details.   
 
The Science Café concept originated in Leeds, England in 1998 to give 
scientists and non-scientists the opportunity to gather in an informal envi-
ronment to discuss the latest scientific topics.  PBS's NOVA scienceNOW 
(WGBH in Boston), is actively supporting Cafés throughout the coun-
try.  There are over 25 NOVA scienceNOW segments available (http://
www.pbs.org/wgbh/nova/sciencenow/).  
 

Georgia ACS Local Section Leadership 
 

Debbie Sauder has been serving the Georgia Local Section as the volun-
teer coordinator.  The executive committee voted to appoint Debbie to fill 
the remaining one-year member-at-large position.  We are pleased to re-
port that she has accepted this appointment, effective immediately.  We 
appreciate her willingness to help out. This completes the set of officers in 
the local section for 2007. 
 
Alternate Councilor, David Gottfried , Georgia Tech Research Institute, 
received a 1-year appointment as an associate on the national ACS Com-
mittee on Public Relations and Communications. 
 
Girl Scout Science (CSI) Events, March 10 & April 28 

 

On the morning of March 10, a Junior Girl Scout Science event will be 
held on the Southern Poly campus: "The Case of the Kidnapped Cook-
ies".   If you would like to be a volunteer for the March 10 event (guide 
the 75+ girls in the right scientific direction), please contact 
JoAnn.Arceneaux@cytec.com. Girls can register individually or by troop 
(the event is posted on the NWGA girl scouts website).  Individual girls 
are required to have an adult accompany them to the event. 
 
There’s another CSI event scheduled for April 28 for senior girl scouts 
(age 11-17).  Volunteers and a coordinator are needed to make this later 
event a success.  Contact scotter@girlscoutsnwga.org to volunteer. 



February Meeting: Tuesday. February 20 

The Future of Blacks in Science & Technology 

Willie Pearson, Jr., Chair of Georgia Tech's  

School of History, Technology and Society   
 
Time:  6:30-7:00 PM Arrive  
 7:00-8:00 PM Dinner  
 8:00-9:00 PM Meeting & Presentation 
 
Location: Spelman College, Manley Student Center 
Atrium (next to the cafeteria in the student center) 
 350 Spelman Lane SW 
 Atlanta, GA 30314  404-681-3643 
 
Directions to Spelman’s campus can be found on a link at 
http://www.spelman.edu/students/prospective/visit. 
Visitors will need to park in the parking deck just as you 
enter the campus from Lee Street.  Members of the Spel-
man Chemistry Club will guide visitors to the Manley 
Center Atrium. 
 
Dinner--Please note your choice of entrée when mak-
ing your reservatation: 
· Broiled salmon fillet, teriyaki glazed with roasted 

potatoes & green beans, OR 
· Herb grilled chicken breast with steamed vegetable 

medley & rice pilaf 
Both entrees come with tossed salad, baked rolls, iced 
tea, water and dessert. 
 
Cost:  $15 per person, $10 for high school teachers or 
full-time students with ID.  Payment should be made to 
the “Georgia Section ACS” and will be collected at the 
door.  If you make a reservation and then don’t attend, 
you will be charged for the meal, as we have to guarantee 
the number of meals.  RSVP to Terry Say at 404-625-
2136 or terrysay@aol.com (preferred).  Deadline for 
reservations is 5:00PM Monday, February 12, 2007. 
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Georgia ACS Mini-Grant Program 
 
In an effort to expand its mission to encourage and advance 
chemistry in all its branches, and by its meetings, reports, pa-
pers, discussions and publications, to promote scientific inter-
ests and inquiry, The Georgia Section of the American Chemi-
cal Society invites proposals from interested parties for the first 
annual “Mini-grant Program”.  The mini-grants will enable 
activities that improve public understanding, appreciation and 
knowledge of chemistry and the chemical sciences in the 
greater Atlanta region. Grants of up to $1000 will be awarded.   
 
Proposals will be evaluated on the basis of creativity, coher-
ence and the expected number of people impacted.  Proposals 
must be submitted by a member or have a member sponsor if 
submitted by a non-member.   
 
An application form will be available on the local section web 
site after the first of February.  Additional details will be in-
cluded in next month’s Filter Press. 
 
The deadline for receipt of proposals is May 1, 2007.  A 
committee of local section members will evaluate all complete 
proposals received by the deadline.   
 
For further information or assistance in identifying a member 
sponsor for your proposal, please contact Dr. Deborah Sauder, 
at dgsauder@yahoo.com.   
 
 

Georgia ACS Local Section Calendar 
2007 

 
March 29 & 30  – (Thursday & Friday) this meeting 
honors the 2007 Herty Medalist Winner.  The Herty 
Medalist Undergraduate Research Symposium 
(HMURS) occurs on the 30th.  
 
April  18 (Wednesday) – Eugene Stevens speaking on 
“Green Plastics.” 
 
May meeting TBA. 
 
September 24 (Monday) – Badal C. Saha, speaking on 
“Fuels and Chemicals from Biomass.” 
 
October 9 (Tuesday) – Alexander M. Shedrinsky speak-
ing on “Irreversible Changes to Paintings.” 
 
November 28 (Wednesday) – Helene R. Dickel speak-
ing on “More to Astronomy than Meets the Eye.”  
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