THE FILTER PRESS

Newsletter of the Georgia Section of the American Chemical Society

Volume 17, Number 1
January 2007

Forensic Fire Debris Analysis
Doug Byron, Forensic & Scientific Testing, Inc.
Wednesday, January 17, 2007

CSI, Atlanta is debuting on January 17th at
Mary Mac’s, and you can be in the audience!

Well, almost. Doug Byron, President and Forensic

Chemist for Forensic and Scientific Testing, Inc. will
demonstrate the role of chemistry in the analysis of
fire debris. He is court qualified in 14 states, so has

many interesting technical stories from the cases he’s

helped solve.

Mr. Byron has an Associate of Arts from Skyline Col-
lege, San Bruno, CA (1992), a Bachelor of Science ir]
Biology from the University of Georgia (1995) and a
Bachelor of Science in Chemistry from the University
of Georgia (1996).

This will be a great meeting to bring students. See
page 3 for reservation information.

Mark your calendars for these Atlanta events in 2007:

February 20 (Tuesday) — Dr. Willie Pearson, Professor and
Chair, School of History , Technology, and Socié&gorgia
Institute of Technology, “The Future of Blacks ici&ce and
Technology"

Stay tuned for Atlanta’s own Science Café--see (3afge addi-
tional details.

Also stay tuned for another Women Chemists Commiieent
with the Girl Scouts in the Spring.

LateMarch — this meeting honors the 2007 Herty Medalist
Winner. The Herty Medalist Undergraduate Rese&sahpo-
sium (HMURS) will occur in conjunction with this ragng.

April 18 (Wednesday) — Eugene Stevens speaking on “Green
Plastics.”

May meeting TBA.
(Continued on page 3)

Changes in Georgia ACS Local Section Leadership since the 2006 Election

The Executive Committee of the Georgia ACS Localti®e received the resignation of the recently telécChair Elect, Leon
Leon apptedithe support shown in the election but deemyats that his health will not

Combs, due to health complications.

allow him to take on the duties of Chair-elect &mal three years of obligations that go with thagifpen. It was only after the eleg
tion that he realized that he would not able tedhe Section the type of effort that would be megti In his words, “Thank you
all very much for your support and your prayersrfor health will be very much appreciated. Thia fine chapter of ACS and |
wish you all continued success." Leon L. CombsPRHCOI, Professor and Head EmeritMississippi State Universitand Pro-
fessor Emeritus and Past Chair, Department of Céteyrand BiochemistryKennesaw State University

The Executive Committee then appointed the othair®lect candidate, Terry Sagay Consulting, LLo the position of Chair
Elect, and he graciously accepted. The Georgia B3l Section is fortunate to have two fine caatid in this year’s election.
This will be Terry's second term as Chair Elect.

There remains an open one-year term for Membelaegd, and interested persons should contact Haiyd) Chair.
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Fifteen Mentors Needed in Chemistry: MentorNet

The award-winning, nonprofit e-mentoring network, MentorNet has
great need for mentors, especially in chemistry. Founded in 1997,
torNet provides highly motivated undergraduate, graduate and pos
graduate students (protégés) from many of the world's top collegeq
universities with positive, one-on-one, email-based mentoring relat
ships with mentors from industry, government research, and acade

MentorNet works with individuals in a wide range of science, techn
ogy, engineering and mathematics fields with the goal of addressin
retention and success of particularly, but not exclusively, upcoming
fessional women and other underrepresented groups.

All mentoring relationships are conducted via e-mail and are thus G
venient to busy schedules. Protégés benefit from the objective suf
and advice of a mentor who can provide an insider’'s view into a ca
path. Mentors report that they gain, not only from the satisfaction ¢
helping another, but also from the introspection of examining their
career and career choices.

As Diane Harper, Ph.D., MentorNet mentor and Georgia Local Sec
ACS memberEmerging Science Solutions, Iheelates, “MentorNet
gave me the opportunity to really make a difference in a young scig
tist’s life . . . and so quickly. In sharing my years of experience ang
sight with my protégé just once a month, she changed from being (¢
couraged and uncertain about graduate school, to being excited aQ
choosing her research professor and even interning at Amgen ove
summer. Watching a young scientist’s confidence grow and their @
tunities to pursue their dreams expand, is an extraordinary and ver
warding experience. Thank you, MentorNet.”

Currently, over 100 protégés and mentors in chemistry are paired i
MentorNet's One-on-One E-mentoring Program. In the field of che
cal engineering, the number is almost 200. Still, there remains an
demand for mentors in all fields, including the chemical sciences.
the present time, MentorNet has more than 500 protégés waiting fq
mentors, with 15 waiting in the field of chemistry. (cont'd, page 3)
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January Meeting: Wednesday. January 17
Forensic Fire Debris Analysis

Doug Byron of Forensic & Scientific Testing
Time: 6:30 - 7:00 PM Arrive

7:00 - 8:00 PM Dinner

8:00 - 9:00 PM Meeting & Presentation

Location: Mary Mac's Tea Room
224 Ponce de Leon Avenue, NE
Atlanta, GA 30308

404-876-1800
cial" includes southern fried chicken and slow coo

Directions: On Ponce de Leon Ave., NE, three
blocks east of the Fox Theat(éor directions, go to
http://www.marymacs.com)

to the "Georgia Section ACS" and will be collected
the door. If you make a reservation and then don’t

to guarantee the meals at that time.

(preferred) Deadline for reservations or cancella-
tions is 5:00 PM on Monday, January 15, 2006.

2007 Calendar continued from page 1:

September24 (Monday) — Badal C. Saha, speaking on “Fuels

and Chemicals from Biomass.”

October 9 (Tuesday) — Alexander M. Shedrinsky speaking on

“Irreversible Changes to Paintings.”

November28 (Wednesday) — Helene R. Dickel speaking on
“More to Astronomy than Meets the Eye.”

2007 promises to be a dynamic and interesting year!

Cost $20 per person; $15 for high-school teacherg or
full-time students with ID. Payment should be madle

RSVP: Terry Say 404-625-2136 tgrrysay@aol.com

Science Café Grants--we received one!

Holly Davis applied for a Science Café Grant for the local
section, and we were awarded a $500 mini-grant. The
current plan is to collaborate with Georgia PBA30 to pro-
mote local broadcasting of the new NOVA documentary
on Percy Julian during February. More details soon.

The Science Café concept originated in Leeds, England in
1998 to give scientists and non-scientists the opportunity
to gather in an informal environment to discuss the latest
scientific topics.

PBS's NOVA scienceNOW (WGBH in Boston), is ac-
tively supporting Cafés throughout the country. This
popular TV show features short video segments on cur-

Dinner: Classic Southern Food. "Ponce de Leon Sperent science issues that can be used as Science Café top-

I edics. There are over 25 NOVA scienceNOW segments
BBQ pork, three sides, one dessert, coffee and teq. ayailable fitp://www.pbs.org/wgbh/nova/sciencenyw/

The scienceNow website has information on how to or-
ganize a Science Café and other helpful resources, includ-
ing a sample press release, a media guide, and a custom-
izable handout for Café participantgtp://www.pbs.org/
wgbh/nova/sciencenow/involved/cafe-host.NtmMOVA
scienceNOW can also help identify local partners that

atmay assist with promotion or finding a speaker. This also

provides a connection to their network of Café organizers,

attend, you will be charged for the meal, as we havewho share the latest ideas for the café format.

MentorNet (continued from page 2):
To learn more about MentorNet, or how to beconpe a
mentor or protégé, please see the MentorNet wep
site jww.MentorNet.ndt Whereas mentors are
welcome to participate regardless of their place df
employment, protégés must be students, postdogtoral
scholars, or early career faculty AND at one of Men-
torNet's Campus Partners
[http://www.mentornet.net/documents/partners/
campuses/currentcampuses.agf a registered
member at one of MentorNet's Affiliated Partners
Plus organizations

[ http://www.mentornet.net/documents/partners/
profsocieties/current.aspx?appky




Your expertise in research.
Our expertise in your search.

Endless opportunities.

Kforce® Scientific has been attracting the best and brightest scientific
professionals in the industry because we provide you with the level
of respect you deserve. We have access to Georgia’s premier
polymer, chemical, envirenmental, biotechnology and pharmaceutical
clients with contract and permanent opportunities in the following
areas. organic/inorganic/analytical chemistry, product development,
validations, QA/QC and research.
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*« Over 4§ years inmaustry experernce

¢ Operating from 45 major markets across the U.S.

¢ Competitive pay, benefits & 401(k) plan

* Training

As one of the largest staffing firms in the country Kforce can
help you discover the best opportunities. For more information,

please contact Kforce, Renee Cummings, Market Manager,
Ph: 404-459-2253; Fax: 404-459-2257; e-mail: rcummings@kforce.com

Please visit our website at www.kforce.com.

Great People = Great Results" I( FORCE
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